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Ballad of Big Jim 

 
Big Jim was a one man army 
A one man navy and the airforce too 
The BIG C was the one that got him 
It was more than the war could do. 
 
He told me about his secret weapon 
The one that got him through the war 
‘When the going gets tough,  
the tough get going, 
that’s what your legs are for. 
 
You put your head down  
and you come out fighting 
a quick one-two and you watch them fall 
then you run away like greasy lightning 
that’s what your legs are for’ 
 
He could have been a contender, 
He could have taken them all 
The bigger they are just means 
The harder they will fall…. 
 
So when the boys are waiting 
Behind the bikeshed after school 
There’s no time for hesitating 
The winner takes it all 
 
‘You put your head down  
and you come out fighting 
a quick one-two and you watch them fall 
then you run away like greasy lightning 
that’s what your legs are for’ 
 
You could have been a contender, 
you could have taken them all 
The bigger they are just means 
The harder they will fall…. 
 
 

 

So when the boss is waiting 
To make you out to be the fool 
No need for hesitating 
Remember the golden rule 
‘You put your head down  
and you come out fighting 
a quick one-two and you watch them 
fall 
then you run away like greasy lightning 
that’s what your legs are for’ 
 
 
I could have been a contender, 
I could have taken them all 
The bigger they are just means 
The harder they will fall…. 
 
The Big C can move like lightning 
It outran Jim despite his skill, 
So Big Jim ran up to heaven 
- I betcha he’s running still 
 
He could have been a contender… 
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